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South Carolina canceling nukes is the 
handwriting on the wall for Plant Vogtle: 
WWALS to GA-PSC 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Hahira, Georgia, August 2, 2017 — Last week Tesla started shipping its Model 3, widely 
considered to be the Model T of the electric car industry, produced in bulk and affordable to the 
masses. On Monday, the companies behind the two new nuclear units in South Carolina 
canceled them. WWALS Watershed Coalition today asked the Georgia Public Service 
Commission to end Georgia Power and Southern Company’s failed Big Bet on new nuclear units 
at Plant Vogtle and to invest in solar power instead. 

 

New York City changed in thirteen years from all but one horse-drawn carriages to all but one 
automobiles in its Easter Parade: 1900 to 1913,  and not much longer for the rest of the country, 1

after the Ford Model T shipped in 1908. We’re well past 1900 in the electric vehicle revolution, 
and that is a rapidly growing market for solar panels on business and house roofs.  

Suwannee Riverkeeper John S. Quarterman wrote: 

“The time for thinking small about wind and solar power has passed. Georgia does not 
need to wait for some other state or region to lead in solar power onshore and wind 
offshore.” 

Regarding the South Carolina decision, he wrote: 

“Same reactor model, same Westinghouse bankruptcy, same kind of delays and cost 
overruns: the parallels could not be much clearer with Georgia Power’s Plant Vogtle. 
Add the Mississippi Public Service Commission decision to stop cost overruns for 
Southern Company’s Kemper ‘clean’ Coal, and the handwriting on the wall could not be 
easier to read.” 

He noted about water: 

1 "5th Avenue, 1900 Vs. 1913," Joe Weisenthal, Business Insider, March 31, 2011, referencing a Morgan Stanley report; 1900 picture from National Archives; 1913 picture from 
George Grantham Bain Collection, both taken of Fifth Avenue, http://www.businessinsider.com/5th-ave-1900-vs-1913-2011-3 
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“Everything WWALS said in our 2013 letter  about water use by Plant Vogtle vs. solar 2

power is still true: those new nuclear units would use more water than the city of 
Savannah, while solar panels use none. Every dollar spent on Plant Vogtle is a 
ratepayer or tax dollar that can instead buy more solar power for Georgia, and the rest 
of the Southeast, the country, and the world, while shutting down more coal plants, and 
not deploying any new pipelines or natural gas plants.” 

The two-page letter from WWALS is online in PDF and as a web page, 
http://www.wwals.net/?p=35615 

About WWALS Watershed Coalition, Inc. (WWALS) 
WWALS has supported solar power and opposed Plant Vogtle and the Sabal Trail fracked 
methane pipeline since 2013. WWALS advocates for conservation and stewardship of the 
Withlacoochee, Willacoochee, Alapaha, Little, and Suwannee River watersheds in south Georgia 
and north Florida through education, awareness, environmental monitoring, and citizen 
activities. John S. Quarterman is the Suwannee Riverkeeper®, which is a staff position and a 
project of WWALS Watershed Coalition (WWALS) as the Member of the Waterkeeper® 
Alliance for the Suwannee River basin. 

Contact: 
WWALS Watershed Coalition 
P.O. Box 88 
Hahira, GA 31632 
wwalswatershed@gmail.com 
850-290-2350 
 
John S. Quarterman, Suwannee Riverkeeper 
contact@suwanneeriverkeeper.org 
229-242-0102 
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2 “Ask Georgia Power to conserve our water,” WWALS Watershed Coalition to Georgia Public Service Commission, May 12, 2013, 
http://www.wwals.net/?p=679, read to GA-PSC by WWALS board member Garry Gentry, June 18, 2013, http://www.l-a-k-e.org/blog/?p=4241 
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